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when its fate overtook it. The fire-ships of the
Greeks drifted in amongst them ; in a moment
the "moving forest" was in flames, and after
some hours a few half-burned beams weltering
along the surface of a calm sea were all that
remained of all that mighty array. The army
of Moslemah suffered as severely from frost
and snow as his naval forces did from fire; a
winter of unusual severity thinned his ranks,
and, after a siege of thirteen months, his camp
was broken up.

The next foe that appeared before the walls
of Constantinople came from the frozen regions
of the north. The Russians had become
acquainted, through trade, with the wealth of
the great southern Metropolis, and thirsted for
the spoils of the world. Descending from the
Euxiae in their light canoes, they passed the
Bosphoras first in A. D. 865,tand took posses-
sion, almost without opposition, of the port of
Constantinople. The Emperor Michael, who
had been absent from Ms capital, made his way
back, and, landing at the critical moment, asked
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